PEOTESSOESHIP
vote for him because otherwise they might lose their situations, owning to a similar rule for their general conduct. Stupidity, violence, ignorance and cowardice are the ingredients which the Creator mixed together when manufacturing the human race.
The mob has taken Clamecy, a little town fifteen leagues from here ; they burnt and pillaged the place and murdered some gendarmes. Some regiments have arrived from Paris, with guns ; it will be a butchery. What an ugly thing is politics ! People in high places steal public liberty, shoot down "four or five thousand men and perjure themselves ; the lower classes, their adversaries, steal private property and cut throats. I would rather lose my right hand than give it to either ; I dare wish success to neither side. Which is best, a Presidency a la Russe or the Jacquerie of the secret societies ? The victory of the people might mean pillaging and certainly civil war. They would attain power whilst full of fury and cupidity, but without a single idea to guide them, or else being divided between four or five absurd or discredited systems. I can but wish for the triumph of an idea, and on either side I see but contempt of Eight and brutal violence. M. Bonaparte is not worse than the rest. The Assemblee hated the Republic more than he does, and would, like him, have violated oaths in order to put Henri V or the Orleans on the throne, or M. Changarnier in power. Do you think that M. Carvaignac or other honest men have any authority in France ? Eight is nothing; there are but passions and interests. Dear friend, nothing can drag us from this mire save Science, Literature, Education, and the slow progress of ideas. I am resigned to belong to no party
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